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Complete and thoughtful answers to these questions will earn you 0.30 CEU credits toward the 
Cultural Competency Certificate.  
 

1. In the list of all the things the soldiers carried, what item was most surprising? Which item did 
you find most haunting of the war? Which items stay with you? 

2. Do the soldiers ever fight each other? Why do they fight? How is that fighting different from 
what goes on with the enemy? 

3. What is the role of shame in the lives of these soldiers? Does it drive them to acts of heroism, 
or stupidity? Or both? What is the relationship between shame and courage, according to 
O’Brien? 

4. According to O’Brien, how do you tell a true war story? What does he mean when he says that 
true war stories are never about war? What does he mean when he writes of one story, 
“That’s a true story that never happened”? 

5. In “Sweetheart of the Song Tra Bong,” what transforms Mary Anne into a predatory killer? 
Does it matter that Mary Anne is a woman? How so? What does the story tell us about the 
nature of the Vietnam War? 

6. “The Ghost Soldiers” is one of the only stories of The Things They Carried in which we don’t 
know the ending in advance. Why might O’Brien want this story to be particularly suspenseful? 
 

 
 

Please attach this sheet with your answers!   
If you do not turn this sheet in with your answers, you WILL NOT get credit! 

 

Return completed answers by April 28, 2018 to: Dr. Cassandra Spieles, South 
Campus J-360-3 or Center Campus C-164 during normal business hours. 


